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Core (B) formed 9 freshwater lakes with middle species diversity, middle dissolved solids and 
nutrients concentration, more clear than in core (A), but with neutral to low alkaline water. 

Core (C) included two lakes only that connected with core (A) and characterized as 
freshwater, low alkaline, low organic polluted with low to middle dissolved solids and nutrients 
concentration. 

Core (D) formed two lakes also, which have similar conditions with lakes of core (C) and also 
closely related with diversity of core A. 

The last core (E) included three freshwater lakes, which have similar conditions with lakes 
from the major core (A). 

Few lakes that are not included in the mentioned above cores have intermideate (as in 
Tahtakol or Kushmurun) or extremal environmental conditions such as in the Great Kak Lake: high 
salinity and electrical conductivity, low acidic water with low phosphates and middle nitrates 
concentration and as a result low species diversity. 

Our algological studies show that salinity as a consequence of aridization in the area under 
investigation suppresses algal diversity thereby decreasing productivity of the first trophic level 
undermining the trophic base of wetlands as water fowl habitat. 

Therefore, we conclude that salinity is most important factor, which have historical influence 
on algal diversity in the studied wetland lakes. 
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