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Abstract

The article discusses the archaeological finds discovered during the Botay
Archaeological expedition in 2020. The main goal of the Botay Archaeological
expedition was to find a burial ground where the ancient inhabitants of the Botay
culture could bury their dead. During 40 years of international research, no mass
graves have yet been found on the Botay settlement and other settlements of the
Botay Culture. And it remains a mystery where and how the ancient Botay people
buried their dead. The Botay culture is known for the first evidence of the
domestication of the steppe horse and the construction of multi-faceted rounded
dwellings. The authors highlight the results of the Botay Archaeological expedition
in 2020, the main goal of which was to search for burial grounds and burials to
solve important scientific problems.
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1 Introduction

In June 2020, the Botai Archaeological expedition began its work on the Eneolithic
settlement of Botai, which is located on the right bank of the Iman-Burluk River in the North-
Kazakhstan region Aiyrtau district, in which students of the 1st year of Kostanai State Pedagogical
University named after U.Sultangasin actively participated (Picture 1). The total area of the
archaeological excavation was 56 sq.m. on the high part of the right bank of the river, where the
Eneolithic settlement of Botai is located. The excavation scheme implied a breakdown into squares
of 4*4 meters. The excavation was carried out far away from the borders of the botai dwellings and
actually on the border of the settlement itself.

Picture 1 — Trainees of the Kostanai State Pedagogical University named after U.Sultangasin
at Botai settlement, June 2020
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The Botai culture has been opened in 1980 by participants of the North Kazakhstan
Archaeological expedition led by Zaibert V.F. In 1990th years of settlement Krasny Yar, Roshchin-
skoe, Vasilkovo, Botai dug out already separate Botai Archaeological expedition. As a result of
decades of research, important discoveries were made. The Botai culture that existed in the 4th
millennium B.C. had certain peculiarities. Thus, the Botai managed to domesticate a wild steppe
horse. In the course of research of domestic and foreign paleosoologists it was possible to find out
that 10% of horses kept by the Botai were used as transport [1]. This is confirmed by the found
cheekpieces made of animal bones. The rest of domesticated horses could be used as a source of
meat and koumiss. On the walls of the ceramic tableware, scientists from Great Britain found traces
of koumiss, preserved by being at the bottom of the cultural layer.

2 Materials and methods

In the course of archaeological research, special historical and general philosophical
methods were used to determine the functional features of archaeological finds — retrospective,
causal, analytical, modeling. During field laboratory studies, a typological method was also used to
determine the chronological dating.

3, 4 Results and discussion

Under the guidance of Professor Zaibert V.F., archaeological excavations were conducted
on the high part of the right bank of the Iman-Burluk River, where there could presumably be a
burial ground with buried botais. In Kazakh archeology, an important little-known aspect of the
burial of their dead by the botais stands out from a large number of scientific problems related to the
conceptual aspects of the Botai culture. During 40 years of international research, no burial sites
belonging to the Botai culture have been discovered. And the discovery of collective burials or
burials of the botais would open up to modern science — the early stages of formation of worldview
contexts of the Eneolithic culture, funeral rites and traditions of the first horse breeders, religious
views of the botais.

There are several hypotheses of how the inhabitants of the Botai culture buried their decea-
sed relatives. The first hypothesis presented by the archeologists of the Botai Archeological expe-
dition — Magzumov A., Ilderyakov N. — implied the presence of cannibalism among the inhabitants
of the Botai settlements when the old, sick generation could be eaten by younger relatives. During
the last few years of research, several fragments of limbs belonging to a human being, especially
phalanges of fingers, were found in the Botai settlement. In the archeological season of 2020, a
fragment of a human skeleton, the phalanx of the finger, was also discovered outside the borders of
the botai dwellings (Picture 2). The bone reaches 3 centimeters in length and presumably could
belong to an adult male.

Picture 2 — The phalanx

The second hypothesis, presented by Professor Zaibert V.F. himself, suggests the burial of
the dead botais within the borders of their own homes. This version is confirmed by the burial of
2016-2017, when near the wall of a botai dwelling was discovered the skeleton of a botai woman at
the age of 46 years, and near another dwelling the skeleton of a newborn baby aged about 3-4
months. Mazhitov S.F. assumes the existence of burials that are conditionally located under the
floor of the botai dwelling, that is, the burials can be located in the mainland zone.
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There are also several other versions that claim that the botais could bury their dead by
dumping the dead bodies into the Iman-Burluk river, waters of which were carried away by the
remains far away from where the botais lived. The version that old people could have been
ostracized — expelled from their ancestral community where they could become victims of wild
predators — also has a right to exist. In the history of ancient tribal associations and communities
such traditions of getting rid of old people are known to modern historical science.

The presumed location of the burial site at the settlement of Botai in 2020 did not close the
question of the traditional system of burial of the botais. During the archaeological excavations,
several fragments were found that could prove the existence of a burial site on the border of the
settlement of Botai. A bead was found as a possible element of a certain burial rite, as the
archaeological excavations were carried out outside the housing structures and as an element of a
woman's attire, which was casually thrown, is not appropriate (Picture 3). The location of the bead
in the extreme square A-I, almost at the edge of the river bank as a possible element of a certain
ritual, the supposed funeral ceremony.

Picture 3 — Bead

The second unique artifact of archeological excavations was an ornamented fragment of
stone tool for spinning using a mesh diamond-shaped style (Picture 4), which was also found at the
edge of the river bank. The ornamentation indicates the ritual purpose of the tool. The tool is made
of sandstone, with an estimated tool diameter of 7-10 cm. Thickness of the tool is 2.9 cm.

Picture 4 — Ornamented fragment of the tool for spinning

5 Conclusion

During the archaeological excavations in 2020, the Botai Archaeological Expedition
discovered 221 artifacts. The expedition members found a large number of ditches, which is 62% of
the total number of finds. Also were found fragments of ceramics with a comb stamp, end and
circular scrapers, plates with and without retouching, fragments of arrowheads, cutting tools, in
particular, blanks of axes, adzes, and core-shaped fragments (Picture 5). There are also findings
related to osteological material. Bone remains belonging to the wild fauna were found, which means
that the botais were hunting for wild animals (Picture 6).
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Picture 5 — Arrowhead fragment
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Picture 6 — Wild Animal Bone Fragment
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ABWIBMAJINKOB, K.K., CEP’JKAH-AB/IPAXMAHOBA, II1.K.
2020 KbIJIBI BOTAU EJIII MEKEHIHIEI'T APXEOJIOT'UAJIBIK 3EPTTEYJIEP

Maxanaoa bomaii apxeonoeusinvix sxcneouyusacvinviy 2020 scwingsbl HeyMbichl 0apbiCbIHOA MAOBLISAH
ApPXeoNo2USIbIK, OJJICANap Kapacmulpbliadvl. bomail apxeonocusinvlk 9KCHeOUYUsChIHbIY OACHbl MAKCAMbl-
Bomaii madenueminiy escenzi mypevinoapul 03 612eHOepin AHcepaeyi MyMKiH Kopbimobl mabdy 6010bl. Xanvlka-
panvlk 3epmmeynepoiy 40 oucvinvl iwinde Bomail endi mexeninoe dcane bomail madenueminiy 6acka endi
MeKkeHOepinOe ani Oe dcannail scepiey opblHOapvl mabwlizan Jicox. Eowcenci bomaiinvixmap e30epiniy oncen-
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depin Katioa Jicane Kaiail dxcepaezeri Kynus 6oavin Kana bepedi. bomail maoenuemi 0ana JHColiKblCblH KOA2d

Yiipemyoin dicare Kon Kbipiibl 00H2eleK MYPEblH Yiaep canyOvll al2auikbl auaKmapvimer manvimai. Aemop-

nap Bomail apxeonocusivix sxcneduyuscvinviy 2020 oncoliebl Homudicenepin JHcapusiaiovl, OHblH Oacmol

Maxcamol Maybl30bl 6LILIMU MIHOemmepOoi weuly Yulin KopulmMoap MeH dcepiiey OpblHOAapbiH i30ey 6010bL.
Kinm ce30ep: bomaii, apxeonozus, Kaz0oa JHCYMblCmapul, YHeoum, ycepiey, beuim.

ABWJIBMAJIMKOB, K.K., CEP)KAH-ABJIPAXMAHOBA, IILK.

APXEOJIOT'MYECKHUE NCCJIEJOBAHUS HA TIOCEJIEHUN BOTAM B 2020 I ony

B cmamve paccmampusaromcs  apxeonocuveckue HaAxoOKu, OOHapydiceHHble 8 Xo0e pabombl
Bomaiickoii apxeonocuueckoii sxcneouyuu ¢ 2020 2o0y. Irasnou yenvto bomatickoil apxeonocuyecKkotl
aKcneouyuu ObLI0 0OHApPYIHCEHUE MOSUTLHUKA, 20e OpesHue dcumenu bomatickoil Kyibmypsl Mo2iu Xopo-
HUMb C80UX NOKOUHUKOS. B meuenue 40 nem menrcoyHapoOoHwix ucciedosanull Ha noceaenuu bomail u opyeux
nocenenusix bomatickoii kynemypsi ewge He ObLIO OOHAPYICEHO MACCOBBIX 3AXOPOHEHUU — MOSUNbHUKOG. M
ocmaemcs 3a2a0Koll 20e U Kax opesHue bomatiyvl XOpoHuaU ceoux ymepuux. bomatickas xyibmypa uzeecm-
HA NepeubiMU C8UOEMENbCEAMY 00OMAWHUBANUS CIENHOU T0WAdU U CHMPOUMeETbCmeoM MHO202PAHHBIX
OKpyenvix ocunuwy. Aemopul oceewarom pezyiomamul bomaiickoii apxeonozuyeckoui sxcneduyuu 2020 2ooa,
2/1aBHOU Yebi0 KOMOPOU ObLl NOUCK MOSUNLHUKOG U NO2peDeHUll 01 peuleHUsl 8AXHCHbIX HAYUHBIX 3a0aH.

Knrouegwle cnosa: bomaii, apxeonozus, packonku, 3Heonum, nocpebenue, MOSUNIbHUK.
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Kanouoam Ouo102utecKux Hayk, OOyeHm,
npogeccop kaghedpwl buorocUU U XUMUL,
KPY umenu A. bauimypcuinosa,

Kocmanaii, Kazaxcman

Epoxun, H.I'.

3aeedyrowuii myzeem Uncmumyma sxonocuu
pacmenuti u sHcusomuvix YpO PAH,
Examepunbype, Poccus

Tapacos, M.C.

mazucmpanum 1 xypca OII «buonocusy,
KPY umenu A. baumypcoinosa

Tanam, /1.

mazucmpanum 1 xkypca OII «I'eoepagusy,
KPY umenu A. baiimypcwinosa;

yuumenwv ceoepaguu, KI'Y « CUIITHUT «O3zamy,
Kocmanaii, Kazaxcman

SHAEMHWYHBIE BU/JIbI POJA OCTPOJIOAOYHHUK (OXYTROPIS)
PECIIYBJIMKHN KA3ZAXCTAH

Annomauyusn

B npoyecce uzyuenus snoemuunvix 6udos pona Ocmponooounux (Oxytro-
pis) Pecnyonuxu Kasaxcman 6viio eviasieno, umo u3 39 6udo8, ommeueHHvIX 80
«Dnope Kazaxcmana» snoemuxamu moavko 27 makosvimu sensromcs. 12 udos
ceeoervl 6 cyosnoemuxu. ITlonyuennviii 6 pesyivmame uccie008aHUll KOHCHEKm 00-
NOIHUM OaHHble 00 JHOEMUYHLIX PACMEHUsX Ol H08020 uzoauusi «Diopvl
Kazaxcmananr.

Knrouesvie cnoea: ¢ropa Kasaxcmana, snoemuuHvle 8u0bl pacmeHutl,
CBeOeHUsT 0 MECTNOHAXO0NCOEHUU.
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